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Smiling and stretching for fair fees 



SARAH FERGUSON Niagara Advance 

Kyie Comeau who visits the community centre three times a week and his girlfriend Barbara Leskovec who just joined both 
say they enjoy working out at the new community centre. Although they don't qualify for couples rates because they don't 
reside at the same home, the pair say the membership rates are reasonable and fair. 


> Councillors 
discuss whether 
couple rates at 
community 
centre are fair, or 
discriminatory 


members 


Sarah Ferguson 

Niagara Advance 

Kyle Comeau has been a 
member at the new com¬ 
munity centre since 
November. He recently 
encouraged his girlfriend, 
Barbara Leskovec, to join 
so they could work togeth- 

Both members say they 
are happy with the service 
they receive and they're 
glad to see membership 
rates stay the same, as 
council agreed this week. 

Working out together 
gives them more motiva¬ 
tion than going alone, they 
agree. 

And they aren't both¬ 
ered by the fact they don’t 
qualify for the couples 
discounted rate. 

“I see the benefits of 
having a discount for cou¬ 
ples, but the rates we pay 
are really affordable,” says 
Leskovec. 

Last week resident 
Isabelle Parliament asked 
councillors to review mem¬ 
bership fees for adults— 
specifically couples. 

SeePage 3 
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Transit answers will be revealed, Lord Mayor promises 


Council voted unanimous¬ 
ly Monday to accept Niagara- 
on-the-Lake Transit's offer to 
provide the community with 
a municipal service. 

But resident Austin Kirkby 


make includes the service details, 
sure all the details are ironed expected to come before them 
out before signing the final in February 
agreement. One of the most important 

The next step for council is issues for Kirkby is the cost of 
to approve an agreement that the system. 



United Way 

St. Catharines & District 


Request for Proposals 
All That Kids Can Be 

Each year, United Way reviews and invests in one of its 
three priority areas. In 2012, applications will be accepted 
for the priority area All That Kids Can Be, which invests 
in programs that encourage children and youth to reach 
their full potential. 

Applicants must provide program outcomes that contribute 
to one of the following: 

• Increase activities and opportunities to learn during 
out-of-school time; and 

• Increase access to appropriate housing and nutritious 
foods, specifically for children and youth. 

The deadline for applications is Friday March 2,2012. 

Visit www.unitedwaysc.ca/community_kids.php for more 
information. 


Serving the communities of Grimsby, Lincoln, Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
St. Catharines, Thorold and West Lincoln. 


80 King Street, Unit 3, Ground Floor 
St. Catharines, ON L2R7G1 
Tel: 905.688.5050 Web: www.unitedwaysc.ca 

Change starts here. 


She also asked how much 
the Town will receive from the 
provincial gas tax rebate, the 
cost to riders and if weekly 
ridership reports will be sub¬ 
mitted to the Town. 

Her concerns were shared 
by some councillors, includ¬ 
ing Maria Bau-Coote, who 
said she spent some time last 
week looking at other munici¬ 
palities and how they handle 
transit services. She suggested 
looking at the Fort Erie model, 
which has three services 
uniquely identified with dif¬ 
ferent names. 

NOTL could consider 


something similar to elimi¬ 
nate confusion over the 
Heritage Shuttle, the 
Community Shuttle and the 
proposed fixed route, she sug¬ 
gested. 

Councillor Martin Mazza 
said there is a common thread 
in the questions he has 
received from residents who 
about the new transit service. 

“Why are Queenston and 
St Davids not included in the 
route? We need to get the 
message out and let residents 
know why their route is not 

Eke responded to these 


concerns, saying "the process 
is a learning curve for us all.” 

He told councillors the 
approval of the transit system 
is being addressed in two 
stages, and their questions 
will be answered in the final 
agreement with NOTL 
Transit 

“The first phase is to 
approve the selection of one 
of the two bidders that have 
been presented to us. The 
second phase will allow us to 
finalize an agreement with 
the chosen company. The 
vote tonight is not a final vote 
for transit” 


Learn how regional taxes are spent 


Would you like to know 
what more than half of your 
property taxes will finance? 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 
regional councillor Dave 
Lepp wants local taxpayers 
to know where their money 
is going, and has organized 
a meeting at the communi¬ 
ty centre to talk about the 
regional budget. 

Only 20 per cent of the 


property taxes collected 
from NOTL residents stays 
in NOTL, and another 28 
per cent is spent on educa¬ 
tion, with 52 per cent going 
to the region. 

The regional budget of 
$778 million has been 
approved, with a 3.2 per 
cent increase over last year, 
an average hike of $41, but 
with the town’s high assess- 


You don't have to wait 
to get the care you need 


World-class orthopaedic care is available 
NOW - just minutes away. 


MRI? 


Do you need to see an orthopaedic specialist or get 
There’s no need to wait. One of the leading orthopaedic 
practices in North America is just a short drive away and is 
ready to give you the care you need. 

Excelsior Orthopaedics is home to 
some of the region’s top orthopaedic 
specialists, the most advanced medical 
technology, unparalleled care and a 
comprehensive suite of services—all 
available under one roof, on the 
beautiful Excelsior medical campus in 
Amherst, N.Y.—just across the Canadian/U.S. border. 



. the average increase 
for NOTL taxpayers can 
expected to be higher. 

Policing, water and 
sewer charges, an increase 
in union wages plus the 
regional transportation 
pilot project, are just some 
of the items adding to the 
increase. 

There is a lot of work 
that goes into a regional 
budget, says 
Lepp—the pro¬ 
cess for 2013 is set 
to begin, with 
almost a year’s 
worth of work 
having been com¬ 
pleted when the 


2012 budget just a 
few weeks ago. 

He hosted a 
similar meeting 
last year, and 
although only 30 
people attended, 
it was very infor¬ 
mative, he said. 

The meeting 
will begin with a 
budget presenta¬ 
tion and will allow 
plenty of time for 
a question and 
answer period, he 


I 

Excelsior 

Orthopaedics | 


Call us today to schedule your appointment - 
without having to wait weeks or months! 


www.excelsiorortho.ca 
1 - 855 - 674-6944 
3925 Sheridan Drive, 
Amherst, N.Y. 14226 


He is also hop¬ 
ing to have 
Regional Chair 
Gary Burroughs 
on hand to answer 
questions resi¬ 
dents might have 
on any other 
regional matters. 

I The meeting is 
Wednesday, Jan. 
I 25 at the commu¬ 
nity centre in the 
I Simpson Room at 
7 p.m. 
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Couples rate stands—community centre fees remain the same for 2012 





Gourmet Foods 

AIL ICEWINE SYRUP 15% OFF 

Stop by on Saturday to experience samples worth trying! 


oneilsgourmetfoods.com 


CHRISTIE’S 


Doug Snider 

cell: 905-329-0983 Broker 

office: 905-468-3205 dougsnider@live. com 
ext: 107 a f u n service REAL TOR ®' 


Parliament told coun¬ 
cillors she is concerned 
about the way adults are 
divided in categories— 
adult singles, adult cou¬ 
ples, senior singles and 
senior couples— and 
couples are offered dis¬ 
counted rates. 

She considers different 
pricing to be a human 
rights issue because 
adults are receiving dif¬ 
ferential treatment based 
on their marital status, 
she said. 

She asked councillors 
to reconsider the com¬ 
munity centre’s defini¬ 
tion of a couple. 

“Defining a couple as 
two people residing at 
the same residence is 

Parliament said. 

The resident offered 
what she referred to as a 
“bandage solution.” 

She asked that coun¬ 
cillors change the defini¬ 
tion of couple to allow 
friends and family mem¬ 
bers living at different 
addresses to sign up as a 
couple and benefit from 
the discounted pricing. 

Councillor Jamie King 
said he shared 

Parliament’s beliefs. 

During Monday’s coun¬ 
cil meeting he made a 
motion to replace the 
couples discount with a 
friends and family dis¬ 
counted rate. 

The councilor said he 
spent time examining the 


concluded the rates are 
similar to what other 
facilities in the region 
charge for adults and 
couples. 

The councillor added 
that Parliament is wel¬ 
come to go through an 
appeal process if she is 
unhappy with council’s 
decision. 

The motion to include 
family members and 
friends as couples was 
defeated 7-2 in a poll 
vote with King and Mazza 
voting in favour of it. 

A staff report from 
December indicated 
there were 314 monthly 
adult members and 36 
couples memberships. 
The report also said there 
are 61 monthly senior 
members and 118 senior 
couples memberships. 

Council agreed that the 
rates should stay the 
same for 2012, with an 
increase next year. 


DENTAL 


Canadian Human Rights 
Act and the Ontario 
Human Rights and he 
argued all residents 
should have equal oppor¬ 
tunities—including the 
opportunity to a dis¬ 
counted rate. 

“Marital status is a pre¬ 
ferred status that not 
everyone shares,” King 
told fellow councillors. 

“I do have to insist that 
I don’t support this report 
based on die language. I 
recognize this was not 


with malice, but I would 
like to make an amend¬ 
ment that all references 
to couples be replaced 
with friends and family." 

Councillor Martin 
Mazza agreed with King's 
suggestion that a couple 
could include friends 
and family members 
pairing up to receive a 
discount. 

Mazza asked that the 
Town solicitor be con¬ 
tacted for a legal opinion 
as to whether or not 
offering a discounted 
rate to couples is a human 
rights issue. 

"Maybe we’ve been 
doing things wrong for 
years. I don’t know the 
law, but we do have law¬ 
yers who do know the law 
and we should get their 
opinions.” 

Councillor Dennis Dick 
disagreed with Mazza, 
and told councillors it 
was not necessary to seek 
a legal opinion. 

If people have a dis¬ 
agreement, the issue 
should be brought to the 
Human Rights 

Commission to make the 
appropriate changes— 
this is not an issue for 
municipal councillors to 
resolve, Dick said. 

"Lawyers shouldn’t be 
involved, the Human 
Rights Commission 


kk 

I don't think we 
are doing 
anything to 
discriminate 
against anyone 
from using the 
community 
centre's 
facilities.” 

— Lord Mayor David Eke 

should be involved. All 
across Canada, everyone 
has discounted rates for 
couples. Until someone 
takes this issue and runs 
it through the process, 
there is no fair way to do 


it. Until somebody 
takes it and changes it, I 
will not support the 
amendment.” 

Lord Mayor David Eke 
said he felt the rates for 
membership at the com¬ 
munity centre are not 
prejudiced because all 
residents have access to 
the community centre if 
they desire it. 

He added that the dis¬ 
counted rates for couples 
is offered as an incentive 
for households to live a 
healthier lifestyle. 

“I don’t think we are 
doing anything to dis¬ 
criminate against anyone 
from using the commu¬ 
nity centre's facilities.” 

Councillor Terry Flynn 
said the issue of mem¬ 
bership fees had under¬ 
gone an in-depth discus¬ 
sion by the Community 
Centre Steering 

Committee. 

He said the committee 
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Questions of overflowing tires and safety concerns are answered 


Council recon¬ 
siders and allows 
Enns Battery and 
Tire expansion to 
remain 

Sarah Ferguson 

Niagara Advance 

Despite objections from 
neighbours, councillors 
have reversed their decision 
and have agreed to grant 
Rudy Enns the zoning 
amendment he needs to 
allow him to keep added 
parking and tire storage 


The owner of Enns 
Battery and Tire required 
an amendment to a zoning 
bylaw and a site plan con¬ 
trol agreement for work on 
his business on Four Mile 
Creek Road that he had 
already completed. 

The expansion adds 24 
parking spaces and a num¬ 
ber of enclosed steel stor¬ 
age containers for tires. 

During last week's com- 
mittee-of-the-whole meet¬ 
ing, neighbour A1 King told 
councillors he is worried 
about excessive noise and 
mountains of tires scattered 
in the yard. 




905-357-5542 

J. Gus Koroneos B.Sc. DD 


Denture Clinic 


Free Corumltatioru) 



• Same day reline & repair 

• Full, partial & over implant 

• On-site lab 

• All procedures performed 
by the specialist 


Councillors voted against 
the zoning amendment and 
site plan agreement for the 
property over concerns 
about the types of storage 
bins and the number of tires 
on the property. 

But they changed their 
minds and their votes 
Monday, in favour of Enns' 
expansion. 

The councillors received 
information before the 
meeting which answered 
many questions, Councillor 
Maria Bau-Coote said. 

They learned the busi¬ 
ness is a registered par¬ 
ticipant in the Ontario 
Tire Stewardship pro- 

In 2006, the Creek Road 
business accumulated an 
excessive number of tires 
when a facility in St. 
Catharines that accepted 
scrap tires closed. 

Tires now have to be 


stored on-site until they 
can fill a truck to be trans¬ 
ported to a facility in the 
US. 

Bau-Coote said she 
supports the expansion 
after better understand¬ 
ing the reason for the 
expansion and taking a 
look at the property. 

"When the issue was 
presented at the commit- 
tee-of-the-whole meeting, 
I envisioned batteries 
lying in the driveway and 
mounds of tires every- 

Bau-Coote said her 
original vision is far from 
the truth—tires are stored 
neatly in rows and on 
racks in metal containers. 

She said there is an air 
compressor which the 
business uses that can be 

But the owner, she said, 
is building a separate 


room with insulation 
where the air compressor 
will be placed so it limits 
the noise for neighbours. 

And extra landscaping 
is acting as a buffer to 
neighbouring homes, 
Bau-Coote said. 

The councillor said she 
is satisfied with the prog¬ 
ress of the business and 
that owners are making 
sure the property is as 
neat and tidy as it can be. 

Councillor Martin 
Mazza said he didn't sup¬ 
port the expansion 
because it was done with¬ 
out first receiving approv¬ 
al from the Town. 

"The business acquired 
the lands and expanded. 
Now the owners are ask¬ 
ing for forgiveness. By 
voting in support of this 
practice, we are sending a 
negative message." 

Councillor Jim Collard 


said the decision to accept 
the expansion was "a 
tough one." 

He asked fellow coun¬ 
cillors what the possible 
outcome would be if the 
expansion was turned 
down—the property 
would have to be convert¬ 
ed back to its original 
state, he said. 

The owners are allowed 
to use the back of the 
property where there is 
currently an orchard 
which is tended by a local 
farmer, and there is also 
the potential that Wall 
Road residents bordering 
the property would have 
to deal with even more 
noise and unsightliness, 
Collard said. 

darned if we do, and 
darned if we don't. If we 
support the motion, we 
get what we see." 




Simpson’s Pharmacy 

1002 Niagara Stone Road • Virgil • 905.460.2121 
Mon-Fri: 0:3Oam-0 pm ■ Sat: 9 am-5 pm 
Sun/Holidays: Closed 


YOUR FAMILY PET 
OUR FAMILY PASSION 




Kitchen Cabinets, Vanities, 
Wall Units, Countertops & MODE 
EHMGANED. 
TOCUBDMPM 

90546&2393 
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Councillor wants to revisit heritage designation for former school 


Sarah Ferguson 

Niagara Advance 

Now that the former Virgil 
Public School property has 
been sold, Councillor Martin 
Mazza says he would like to 
make sure the original part 
of the school is protected. 

During Monday night's 
council meeting, Mazza 
announced he will make a 


motion at the February 
meeting to ask staff to re-ex¬ 
amine a third-party heritage 
designation. 

Mazza says when the 
school was in the process of 
being sold in the summer, 
representatives for the 
District School Board of 
Niagara asked councillors to 
wait to give the property a 
heritagedesignationbecause 


it would hurt their chances 
of selling it. 

The property was pur¬ 
chased by Lloyd Redekop 
and his father-in-law Ziggy 
Wiens in December, and 
now it's time to think about 
giving it a designation, says 
Martin. 

"This property is impor¬ 
tant to Ontario and Canada 
because it's one of the lon¬ 


gest operating schools in 
existence. It operated for 130 
years." 

Barbara Weins, NOTL's 
principal planner, says if 
council is interested in a 
designation, the owners of 
the property and the Ontario 
Heritage Trust would be 
notified. A 30-day period 
would follow for anyone to 
make objections. If there are 


no objections, council could 
pass a bylaw designating the 
property, says Weins. 

The Town will go ahead 
with a land use study coun¬ 
cil approved in October to 
look at potential uses for the 
property, she said. "The 
study will also look at ways 
and means to protect the 
original school building." 

Weins says the Town has 


sent out requests for a con¬ 
sultant to conduct the study 
and she hopes to see a report 
in February for council to 
approve. 

Redekop says there has 
been no decision made 
about developing the prop¬ 
erty. He was unaware desig¬ 
nation was still a consider¬ 
ation—he hasn't been 
involved in any discussions. 


Bicentennial committee receives permission to fly flag during celebrations 


Sarah Ferguson 

Niagara Advance 

lim Alexander and Rick 
Meloen's vision for Queen 
Street will become a reality. 


The members of the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake 1812 
Bicentennial Committee 
asked councillors last week 
for permission to fly a newly- 
designed flag in the Old 
Town. 


The bicentennial flag fea¬ 
tures a soldier, with the 
words Niagara-on-the-Lake 
and the years 1812 and 
2012. 

It will be flown along side 
the Canadian flag and the 


Union Jack on three concrete 
poles in the Old Town and 
the bicentennial committee 
will be responsible for 
replacing the flags if they 
become tattered or tom. 

Lord Mayor David Eke 


said he supported having 
the flag to represent NOTL 
and the bicentennial cele¬ 
brations. 

"The flags will also reflect 
the re-enactment of the 
American occupation and 


the Union Jack will be 
replaced with a period 
American flag." 

The flags are expected to 
be displayed for three years 
until the end of the celebra¬ 
tion in 2014. 
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CHRISTIE’S 

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE 


www.notlrealty.cor 


6 LflUBA SECOBD PL $629,000 443 NASSAU STREET #4 $214,500 445 GAGE STREET $885,000 15836 NIAGARA PARKWAY $549,000 



Exceptional family home with almost 4000 sf of Lovely bungalow townhome in desirable 'Matthews An outstanding custom built bungalow in a prestigious Opportunity to build your dream home on 1.007 acre lot 

finished living area. 5 bedrooms, 4 baths. Large, Glen’, an easy walk to the lake, golf course and the neighbourhood of the old town surrounded by along desirable Niagara River Parkway. The convenient 

private yard. Located close to woods and a town centre. Great year round retreat, retirement impressive new homes. There is a blend of traditional location offers a well maintained home with scenic views, 

walking trail in Garrison Village Doug Snider MLS bungalow or investment property. MLS 20146006. details, tasteful decorand a desirable floor plan. MLS park, walking paths and is only minutes from downtown. 

N30000708 Audrey Wright and Victoria (Vicki) Bolduc. 20144406. Viviane Elltoft and Thomas Elltoft. MLS 20123949. Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft. 

196 scon ST. #206 $124,900 235 VICTORIA STREET $565,000 16 WILBERFORCE AVE $319,000 6 HAMPTON COURT $695,000 



2 bedoom condominium apartment in secure, An original Cobblers Cottage (1812) 

building. Great facilities available, location only one blockfrom downtown NOTL. With i 
North-end St. Catharines location next to family- tlc this home will make a delightful getaway or he 
friendly park. MLS30000570. Doug Snider rental. MLS 20142467. Thomas Elltoft or Viviane EII1 


beautiful and rare 
(100'x 110.25') only a few doors from Lake 
Park. Major renovation project or sever into two prirateTav 
ling lots. MLS 20148181 Victoria (Vicki) Bolduc blocks iron 
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905-329-0983 Sarah Gleddie* 
905-262-1876 

905-468-2142 * * * Broker of Record * * Brol 


COMPLIMENTARY 
OPINION OF 


109 Queen Street 905-468-3205 • St David’s Office 905-262-6996 value 
























6 Niagara Advance • Thursday, January 19,2012 



Niagara Advance www.niagaraadvance.ca 

P.O.Box430 • Virgil,Ontario L0S1T0 • 905-468-3283 • Fax 905-468-3137 

TIM DUNDAS, Publisher 905-357-2440 ext. 304 


PENNY COLES, 905-468-3283 ext. 103 
editor@niagaraadvance.com 

MYRA ROBERTSON, Sales Manager 905-871-3100 ext. 202 
mrobertson@forterietimes.com 


our editorial 

Is heritage designation of former 
Virgil school property a dead issue? 


It seems there was some surprise at 
the mention of heritage designation at 
Monday's council meeting for the origi¬ 
nal one-room school in Virgil that is one 
of the oldest and longest operating 
schools in existence in this country. 

The school board was against designa¬ 
tion when the school closed because it 
would have devalued the property and 
made it more difficult to sell. 

But the owners, long-standing Virgil 
business people, will understand the 
affection the community has for a build¬ 
ing that has been part of the education of 
local students since 1872. 

It's difficult to imagine that property 
developed, whether for residential or 
commercial use, in a manner that can 
incorporate the original building. 

But it's equally difficult to imagine that 
very visible property without the one- 


room school that has stood at its comer 
for 140 years. 

We don't like to see an owner forced to 
accept heritage designation and the 
responsibility that comes with it. 

But the advantage of at least bringing 
the designation issue back to the table is 
that it will open it up for discussion, and 
possibly there will be some constructive 
ideas put forward. 

A heritage designation would not nec¬ 
essarily save the building in the long mn, 
but it would bring attention to its impor¬ 
tance. Maybe there is someone with a will 
to use the building, or even move it. 
Preservation in the context of its original 
setting would be best, but relocation to 
somewhere such as the Laura Secord 
homestead, which is becoming a collec¬ 
tion of historic buildings, would be better 
than seeing the school destroyed. 


letters to the editor 



Hendriks a defender of town's history 


Tony Hendriks of Hendriks Valu-mart on Queen Street is presented with his Defender of the 
Town Plaque by War of 1812 committee members Toly Chisholm. Hendriks has given a 
financial donation to the committee to help stage signature events, particulaly the burnng 
of the Old Town. As the celebrations unfold, the commemoration of the bicentennial 
becomes more exciting, and re-inforces the importance of preserving the history of the 
town which is so much a part of what it is today. The store has been a part of the down¬ 
town streetscape for 30 years, he says, and gives back to the community in many ways. 
This is an opportunity to contribute to the historic value of the town and to teach others 
about its role in the history of Canada. With no government money available to put toward 
organizing bicentennial events funding is funding is needed for many events, include the 
Occupation of the Town, the Burning of the Town, The Battle of Queenston Heights and 
Laura Secord's Walk. 


Thanks for 
holiday tour 
support 

The Rotary Club of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake wish¬ 
es to thank everyone who 
contributed to the success 
of our recent 13th annual 
Rotary Holiday House Tour. 

Your generous support 
ensures that our club's 
charitable work both local¬ 
ly and internationally will 
continue. 

We extend sincere grati¬ 
tude to the homeowners 
who so generously volun¬ 
teered their wonderful 
homes. These homes were 
then beautifully decorated 
by local interior designers, 
florists, garden centres and 
decorators who put in 
many hours of work and 
donated thousands of dol¬ 


lars of product to create a 
true holiday atmosphere. 

As always, the participa¬ 
tion of our nine auxiliary 
sites greatly enhanced the 
tour by providing our many 
visitors with a broader 
community experience. 

Our business and corpo¬ 
rate sponsors helped to 
cover many of our expenses 
and provided prizes for our 
patrons and volunteers to 
enjoy. Even the sale of our 
tickets was done largely by 
local businesses. 

Of course a huge thank 
you goes to the many 
friends of Rotary - our vol¬ 
unteers who assisted in the 
homes, and our numerous 
patrons who each year visit 
Niagara-on-the-Lake and 
enjoy our house tour. 

The door prize winners 
this year are: 

1st prize - Jennifer Olsen 
of Niagara-on-the-Lake 

2nd prize - Donna 


Froese of Niagara Falls 

3rd prize - Jen Raymond 
of Ancaster 

4th prize - Gail Campbell 
of Niagara-on-the-Lake 

We would like to invite 
homeowners interested in 
having their homes fea¬ 
tured in the 2012 Holiday 
House Tour to contact Bill 
Francombe (905-468-2380) 
or Don MacDonald (905- 
468-3494). 

Residents who are inter¬ 
ested in becoming mem¬ 
bers of Rotary should con¬ 
tact our President, Ward 
Simpson, at 905-468-7746. 

Please plan to join us for 
our 14th Rotary Holiday 
House Tour on Nov. 30 and 
Dec.l. We look forward to 
seeing you there. 

Don MacDonald, co-chair 
Rotary Holiday House 
Tour Committee 


With new year comes change 


> But church can 
provide stabili¬ 
ty and strength 
in midst of 
turmoil 


We’re one month into 
the new year and I've been 
thinking about all the 
changes this year will bring 
for people. Greeting new 
family members and saying 
goodbye to some. Perhaps 
a move or a new job. People 
we’ll meet, some of whom 
may become fast friends. 

Life is full of change. 
Even our weather patterns 
seem to be in a state of 
unrest. As I write this arti¬ 
cle, it is pouring rain in 



Barb McGale 
St. Andrew's 
Presbyterian Church 


mid-January in NOTL and 
the temperature is well 
above freezing. Conversely, 
Vancouver has received 


Some change is exciting as 
we look forward to new 
possibilities. Other change 
may be the result of 
unpleasant circumstances. 
But try as we might, we 
seem unable to prevent 
chaos and upheaval from 
disrupting our routine. 

At St. Andrew’s, 2011 was 
a year of great change. Our 
congregation undertook 
new ventures and we also 
lost some beloved mem¬ 
bers. God was the constant 
in the midst of all those 
changes. He gave us guid¬ 
ance, support, and peace. 

Because the Lord does 
not change, He is able to 
provide the stability we 
need. He is our comfort and 
strength in the midst of tur¬ 
moil. And we look forward 
to the future under His 
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Members and instructors exhibit of oils, watercolours at Pumphouse until mid-March 


Something for 
every taste is 
hanging in the 
gallery, and as 
always, there is no 
entrance fee 


The annual Niagara 
Pumphouse Instructors! 
Members’ and Students 
Show, which continues 
until mid-March, includes 
oils, pastels, and water¬ 
colours for every taste 
hanging in the Gallery and 
the Walker Room to help 
keep the winter blues 

The entrance fee is, as 
always, free. 

Our Saturday work¬ 
shops continue this month 
as well. Unless listed oth¬ 
erwise, the fees are $80 for 
members and $120 for 
non-members. The times 
will be from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. for each workshop. 

Susan Wintrop will be 
running a workshop on 
Feb. 4 called Facing Your 



@the Pumphouse 

Mike Smith 


Fears In Art. Does creating 
a portrait give you grief? 
Does drawing trees make 
you want to take an ax to 
the nearest forest? Does 
painting a water scene 
make you want to paint 
deserts instead? 

Susan will help you 
with her step-by-step pro¬ 
cess in breaking down the 
forms, colours, and tex¬ 
tures, then re-assembling 
them. She says this work¬ 
shop will allow a student 
to examine those subjects 
with renewed courage and 
place them confidently 
into your art. 

On Feb. 11, Judith 
Knight will be having a 
workshop on Moccasin 


Making. 

Mohawk women were 
invaluable in using their 
skills to help keep Mohawk 
men and British colonists 
with shoes on their feet 
despite our challenging 
climate. Moccasins were 
essential for footwear in 
those times. 

While Judith shows stu¬ 
dents the tricks of the 
trade, she will also take 
them back to the days of 
the War of 1812. There is 
an additional fee for mate- 

Hiroshi Yamamoto 
returns with his Sumi-e 
Brush Painting workshop 
on Feb. 18. 

This ink and wash 
painting style was devel¬ 
oped in China during the 
Tang Dynasty (618 to 907) 
and is the forerunner of 
the style introduced to 
Japan in the mid-14th cen- 

Learn how balance, 
rhythm, and harmony 
express the simple beauty 
and elegance of the sub¬ 
ject. This workshop will 
start at 9:30 a.m. and run 



Birches, an oil painting by local artist Anne Reimer, is one of 
the pieces on display at the Pumphouse until mid-March. 


to 3:30 p.m. 

Finally, Wintrop will be 
having a workshop on 
Herb Albums. Herb 
albums were popular 200 
years ago when people 
made seasonal albums to 
record weather patterns 
and new plant collections. 
Press or paint herbs and 
catalogue the information 
about them in calligraphy. 
It will be a beautiful and 
satisfying heirloom that 
can be added to annually. 

The Niagara 

Pumphouse has a 
Facebook page and is on 
Twitter. The Facebook 
pageisNiagara Pumphouse 
Visual Art Centre and 
Twitter is Niagara PH. Link 
to our sites for the latest 
news about the 
Pumphouse! 

The Pumphouse is at 
247 Ricardo St. Call 905 
468-5455, e-mail office@ 
niagarapumphouse.ca or 
visit www.niagarapump- 
house.ca. The Pumphouse 
is open 12 to 4 p.m. Monday 
to Friday, 1 to 4 p.m. on 
weekends and admission 


Throw away the winter blahs while you share dreams of spring gardening 


> Come to our 
January horticul¬ 
tural society 
meeting and 
learn about growing 
and working with 
willow—new mem¬ 
bers are welcome 
and you can't help 
but enjoy yourself. 



Jean Cochrane 

Happy Gardening 

Well, despite all this 


gardeners are dreaming 
of showing spring bulbs 
backed by blooming 
shrubs and not a weed in 
sight —right? 

Well, it’s good to dream 
and this is a good time to 
visit the Niagara Parks 
greenhouses —the ones 
above the Falls. 

I swear, just the smell 
gives you a lift—sweet 
earth and sunshine. 

Some people are wor¬ 


ried because they see 
their spring bulbs are 
sending up shoots 
because of the mild 
weather, but all is well. 

The bulbs have a built- 
in clock that should pre¬ 
vent them from coming 
up too early before the 
weather is just right for 

Have you been a fan of 
Canada Blooms? 

Well, there are big 


changes this year. For 
one, it is going to last 10 
days. It will also be con¬ 
nected with the Home 
Show so be prepared for 
not only outside jobs in 
the garden, but inside 
decor changes —I can see 
the guys taking notes 
right now to find an 
excuse not to go. 

The Horticultural 
Society is all set for a very 
busy year. The first meet¬ 


ing of the year will be on 
Tuesday, Jan. 24 at the 
community centre. 

Lene Rasmussen will 
teach you how to grow 
and work with willow. 

The coffee is on for 
6:30 p.m. and new mem¬ 
bers are always welcome 
so do come out and throw 
the winters blahs away 
—this group is active and 
enthusiastic—you can’t 
help but enjoy yourself. 





rDEE ^f 289-868-9527 

WWWXORKSNlAGARA.COM 


Join ua and join in 

Tueaday flighJb 


tall boy cans $3.50 
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Amateur vintners have fun comparing vintages, but take their winemaking seriously 


Group gives 
^ back to support- 
r ive community 
with vineyard 


Penny Coles 

Niagara Advance 


of tasting involved. 

The NOTL Amateur 
Vintners is a club for people 
who make wine in their own 
home. Members meet 
monthly, often to listen to 
guest speakers and experts 
who talk about how to 
improve their wine. 

They also taste each oth¬ 
er's products. 

Although they are ama¬ 
teurs, they take their wine¬ 
making seriously, says Bruce 


Smith. 

They hold competitions 
as members of the Amateur 
Winemakers of Ontario, 
beginning locally and if suc¬ 
cessful competing at a pro¬ 
vincial and then national 
level. 

The local club has about 
20 members—some novice, 
others who have been mak¬ 
ing wine for 30 or 40 years, 
says Smith, and who still 
enjoy the challenge of trying 



(Ik T, The Town of , T , 

1 \iagara on'the lake 

l$9t Four Mile Creek Rd, Box l00,Vilgil, ON L0S1T0 905-468-3266 www.uotl.org 


new varieties or improving 
on favourites. 

And they love to compare 
what they’ve made—al¬ 
though they each produce 
their own individual wines 
with different levels of exper¬ 
tise, most of them purchase 
their grapes from the same 
local growers—the Watson 
and Lailey vineyards supply 
most, although not all of 
their grapes—and employ 
the same techniques for pro¬ 
ducing their wine, yet each 
has its own unique quali¬ 
ties. 

Success at the competi¬ 
tive level, says Smith, “brings 
the satisfaction of knowing 
you have made a wine that’s 
been judged by others, judg¬ 
es and your peers to be a 


drinkable, acceptable wine." 

And by competing, the 
winemakers have set stan¬ 
dards to meet and goals to 
strive for. 

Colin Kelly, one of the 
relative newcomers to wine¬ 
making, says he likes know¬ 
ing what he’s drinking, from 
the time the grapes are 
picked to the finished prod¬ 
uct. 

“If you do it yourself you 
understand the process and 
know exactly what’s in it.” 

He made just one white 
and one red his first attempt, 
and this season has bottled 
five different varieties, 
encouraged by the club to 
branch out. 

“You can really only learn 
and move forward if you 


Planning & Development Services 


Winter Parking 


Leaving vehicles parked or standing on a roadway in such a manner as to interfere 
with the movement of traffic or clearing of snow from the roadway also creates 
an unsafe situation. 

Section 170, Highway Traffic Act - Despite the other provisions of this section, 
no person shall park or stand a vehicle on a highway in such a manner as to 
interfere with the movement of traffic or the clearing of snow from the highway. 

To ensure the safe passage of traffic and to prevent interference with snow 
clearing operations, Town Parking Enforcement staff will be issuing parking 
violation tickets for any vehicles found parked on public streets in Niagara- 
on-the-Lake in such a manner as to interfere with the movement of traffic, 
the clearing of snow from the highway, in contravention of Traffic and 
Parking By-law 4308-09, or in contravention of the Highway Traffic Act. 

Please consider the safety of other road users. Also, parents should remind their 
children to be aware of plowing operations and traffic. 


GET 

INVOLVED NOW. 

WWW. 1812 niagaraonthelake.ca 

FORT ERIE • NIAGARA FALLS • NIAGARA - ON -THE - LAKE 


^ Conservative 

Hon. Rob Nicholson ,M.P. 

Working for you! 


905 - 401-4612 



keep frying different variet¬ 
ies,” says Smith, who bottled 
300 to 400 litres of 14 differ¬ 
ent wines this year. 

Last year, the amateur 
vintners decided they want¬ 
ed to do something for the 
community—something 
that could be enjoyed by 
more than just other wine¬ 
makers. 

They decided a painting 
for the new community cen¬ 
tre would be appropriate, 
and commissioned one from 
artist Henry Beckman, ask¬ 
ing that the location be 
generic—the vibrant and 
appealing portrayal of the 
vineyard painted by 
Beckman could be anywhere 
grapes are grown, represent¬ 
ing the industry, rather than 
a local winery. 

The painting was donat¬ 
ed by club members and 
friends, to represent not only 
the winemakers but all those 
who have supported their 
club, from the grape-growers 
to the many experts and pro¬ 
fessionals who have offered 
their assistance and advice, 
said Smith. 

The parks and recreation 
staff consulted with designer 
Wendy Edwards, who chose 
most of the interior details of 
the community centre, and 
the lounge off the Simpson 
Room, used by seniors and 
other groups, was chosen as 
the home for the painting. 

It’s a room that’s used by 
a number of groups for dif¬ 
ferent occasions, so the 
painting will be enjoyed by 
many people, said parks and 
recreation director Clive 
Buist. 

Anyone interested in 
more information about the 
NOTL Amateur Vintners can 
call Smith at 905-468-8664. 



905 - 468-4214 

stefan @ royallepage.ca 

125 Queen Street • Direct 289-257-6744 
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Councillor Martin Mazza, an NOTL Amateur Vintners supporter, n 
ment of the Henry Beckman painting in the community centre, 
admire the work of art donated by the amateur winemakers 
and their friends. The painting represents a vineyard that cold 
be anywhere—not one specific vineyard in NOTL. 


rs Bruce Smith, Colin Kelly and Cathy Watson, with parks and recreation director Clive Buis who helped arrange the place- 



Breakfast with $129° 

Rob Nicholson,M.p. 

Saturday, February 4,2012 at 9:00 am 

Notice to all members of the Niagara Falls Conservative 
Electoral District Association. The Annual General 
Meeting will be held February 4th, 2012 at the Best 
Western Cairn Croft, 6400 Lundy’s Lane, immediately 
following the Breakfast. 

You must be a member in good standing to vote at 
*— J ~ *■ include a review of the past year, 

“—Tjiropbsed 


CUT YOUR HEATING COSTS 


Comfort with 
Confidence 


B- 

• i Call about our _ 

Ef&s HQ! 

Furnaces 

Comfortmaker 




Trusted Service for 
30 Years 

COMPLETE 
COMFORT 

HEATING & AIR 


SALE & SERVICE 905-397-7230 



Grace United Church 

IfL/wl victoria at C * uean st - ’ Niagara-on-the-Lake 

WE® Minister: Rev. David Pritchard 

10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship 
Children’s Program 

A Friendly Welcome Awaits You 

905-468-4044 A “ 

eNumara/ (§fvvstiarviS(&&eml>fo 
(P.A.O.C.) 

1875 Hwy 55 • 905-468-8971 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2027 Niagara Stone Road • 90W694611OT 905-4684)673 

10:00 am Worship Service 

Pastor Larry Ritter 

Sunday, January 22nd 10:30a.m. 

“The Importance of a Good Foundation” 

Pastor Dave Tunikaitis Ministering 
www.Dcachurch.net: check here for events and podcasts. 

BETHANY MENNONITE CHURCH 

7F’ East/West Line & 4 Mile Creek Road 
il 9:30 am Worship Service 

Fn 10:45 am Sunday School 

Pastors David Brubacher and Marty Misener 

'i'-ifji 

St. Davids Public School Meeting at 1344 
York Road, St. Davids 289-296-9036 
Sunday, January 22nd 

10:00am: Coffee Time • 10:30am: Worship Service 
(Childcare Provided) 

“God Wants Fruit Not Nuts” Part 3 

i www.ccchurch.ca 

Cornerstone 1570 Niagara Stone Rd. 

1 .. 905-468-7155 

Sunday, January 22nd 

9:30 am: 1st Service &CE 

(childcare provided during entire service); 

10:30 am: Coffee Time; 11:00 am: 2nd Service 

(childcare provided mid-way through service) 

'Betiaviour....Living in Community' 

Message by: Doug Hiebert 

“United ‘TUennenite Criunci. _J1 
“Called to be Servants of Christ In Our Community" 1 t 1 

10:00 am German Service Pastors: 

Message by Hans J. Wisns Rul| V * Sha ™ 9irks, 
11:00 am Worship Service Stephen Cox 

Message by John Lessen 1775 Niagara Stone 
“God’s Plan’’ Road 

(Gen. 45:4-8, Rev. 22:1-5) 905-468-3313 
http://iwww.redbrickchurch.ca & 

.M, (4 mm.mli3nlp3mieclllinill.org 

^ ° 434 Hunter Rd. 

ORCHARDPARK 905-468-5731 

Sunday, January 22nd 

Sunday School for all ages 9:30 am 
Worship Service 10:45 am 

Message by Pastor Jim Evans 
“The Heart of the Matter” Part 1 

Nursery and Kidzone (3-SK) during Worship Service 

St. Davids - Queenston Minister: 

UNITED £ CHURCH R ev , p au | j ames 

Sunday Services 

EVERYONE 

WELCOME Sunday School 

1453 YoA Road 

in tie village of St Davids , u/l" 9 e ■ 

905-262-5242 & Worshl P Servlce 

LIFE ABUNDANT FELLOWSHIP 

n To know Christ S to make Him known* 

9 -P Sunday, Jan. 22nd 

1 f 10:30 am Worship 

MESSAGE: Church 

Pastor Rick Mills 

Concession 7 & Queenston Rd., NOTL • 905-688-3958 

tifeabundantfellowship@gmail. com 

H'( iftl VMM;* ST. MARK’S 

ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Sunday Services 8:30am & 10:30am 
Church School 10:30am 
Wednesday Service 10:00am 

905468-3123 

Rector: The Rev. Canon Dr. Robert S.G. Wright 

To Advertise 
in the Church Directory 
Call The Niagara Advance 
at 905-468-3283 ext. 102 

classifieds@niagaraadvance.com 

HI ST. MARK’S 

ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Sunday Services 8:30am & 10:30am 
Church School 10:30am 
Wednesday Service 10:00am 

905-468-3123 

Rector: The Rev. Canon Dr. Robert S.G. Wright 
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Mali jongg—the mysique and the challenge—attracting players 


There are many 
W groups of peo- 
W pie playing it in 
^ town, and now 
there's another 
opportunity for 
devotees with drop- 
in games at the 
community centre 


It looks appealing, and 
its interesting history gives 
it a bit of mystique. 

And there are many 
groups of skilled people in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake play¬ 


ing the game and loving 
it. 

But to the uninitiated, it 
looks complicated. 

However, with help 
from experienced players, 
it’s not that difficult to 
learn, says mah jongg dev¬ 
otee Kathryn Andrews, 
who plays as often as she 

Having recently retired 
with her husband to 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
Andrews was introduced 
to the game through the 
Newcomers Club, which 
offers a huge range of spin¬ 
off activities to its 300 
members. 

It was about two years 
ago when, as a new mem¬ 
ber of the club, another 
woman asked her if she 
wanted to join a 
Newcomers mah jongg 


group. She had only a 
vague notion of the game 
and no idea how to play, 
but accepted with enthu¬ 
siasm, anxious for the 
opportunity to get to know 
others in her new home- 

In no time, she was 
hooked—and that’s not 
unusual. 

It’s much more com¬ 
mon that those who learn 
how to play come to love 
it, and find themselves 
similarly passionate about 


kk 


"It's a great game. 
Everyone I know who has 
taken it up loves it. It keeps 
your brain active and 
keeps you feeling young 
and alive." 

Athough it originated in 
China, it was introduced 
in the United States in the 


It's a great game. 
Everyone I know 
who has taken it 
up loves it.” 

—Mah jongg enthusiast 
Kathryn Andrews 


1920s, and it's the 
American version, which 
varies somewhat from the 
Asian game, that is most 
commonly played locally. 

It is typically played by 
four people, and although 
it is helpful for beginners 
to have experienced play¬ 
ers to teach them, it works 


best with four players of 
similar expertise, she says. 

Andrews compares it to 
bridge in difficulty—al¬ 
though she has never 
played the card game, she 
has been told it’s similar in 
that it while it involves a 
degree of luck, strategy is 
important. 

The game is played with 
a set of tiles based on 
Chinese characters and 
symbols, with each player 
using 14 tiles to complete 
set patterns. 

Although Andrews still 
plays weekly with her 
Newcomers Club group, 
she decided to start a 
drop-in at the community 
centre for those who are as 
committed to playing as 
she is, and for those who 
think they might like to 


Once a month at the 
community centre—Fri¬ 
day afternoons—there will 
be tables set up and games 
available for those who 


There is no 
no fee, and no experience 
necessary, she says. 

She chose the commu¬ 
nity centre because she 
likes the idea of nobody 
needing to take responsi¬ 
bility for opening their 
homes, or providing 
snacks, she said—if any¬ 
one wants refreshments, 
they can visit the Second 
Cup cafe. 

"You don't have to bring 
a thing. Just show up with 
a healthy interest in play¬ 
ing." 

See Page 11 
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Game popular 
in NOTL 


Last Friday, the first orga¬ 
nized game, she only had two 
tables going, but it was the first 
heavy snowstorm of the sea¬ 
son, so she is hoping weather 
was the cause and that there 
will be more show up next 
time. 

"I'm hoping it will grow. I 
don't see any reason it 
wouldn't. I know there are 
many people in town who play 
the game—it's very popular in 
NOTL." 

She said it takes about five 
or six sessions to feel really 
comfortable playing, "but after 
that, you're hooked." 

And while the interest 
seems to lie predominandy 
with women, she'd be happy 
to see some men turn up, she 

says. PENNY COLES Niagara Advance 

For more information call Jane Chapell, Betty Alexander, Marsha Hodgart and Kathryn Andrews play mah jongg at the Community Centre Friday afternoons. It’s operated on a drop-in 
Andrews at 289-868-9483. basis, no charge, and for players of all levels, including those who would like to learn. 





PerryQuinn 

•Safes 'Representative 

Homes for Every Stage ofYour Life 


Carriage Trade Homes 
in Niagara 


Did you know the latest Royal 
LePage House Price Survey and 
Forecast showed the year-over-year 
average price of a home in Canada 
increased between 3.6 - 6% in Q4 of 
2011? Condo prices were up 3.6%, 
/vo-storey homes were up 4.2%, and 
bungalow prices grew by 6%. Royal 
LePage predicts national average 
prices to increase by 2.8% by the end 
of 2012. Phil Soper, CEO of Royal 
LePage says, “Widespread calls 
for a major real estate correction 
in 2012 simply can’t be justified. 
The industry has significant 
momentum entering the year, 
and buoyed by the stimulative 
effect of very low interest rates, we 
expect the market to continue to 
expand - albeit at a slower pace.” 


Lakefront Tranquility 


4 Firelane 4B $1,575,000 


Circa 1850 + Great Updates 


6 Gage Street $589,00 


Executive Home + Superb Location 


412 Johnson Street $597,000 


240 Dorchester Street $819,900 



Beauty + Simplicity 



Elegant Rooms, Spacious Suites 



58 Johnson Street $ 1,375,01 


Cell: 905-468-8621 
Office: 905-468-4214 
perry@homesniagara.com 


royal Lepage 

Niagara Real Estate Centre 


www.perryquinn.com 


TRADE 
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New CEO, new programs at NOTL library 


Penny Coles 

Niagara Advance 

We have a n 

Cathy Simpson took over 
as chief executive officer of 
the NOTL Public Library at 
the beginning of the year, 
and is slowing beginning to 
:t regular patrons. 


as no exception, she said. 
Wednesday, Jan. 25 at 7 
p.m. the library will hold a 


Beginning Tuesday, Jan NOTL from the Lincoln 
24 at 7 p.m., local profes- Public Library system, where 
sional interior designer she has been the deputy 
v head of computer class on how to Susan Bell will teach a five- CEO of the Lincoln Public | 
find, download and transfer week course in the elements Library, 

audiobooks and e-books to of design and home-staging. Before that, she spent a 

a computer or electronic The cost is $50 per person, number of years as a local 

reader. which includes most course history and reference librar- 

Some knowledge of com- materials. ian at the Niagara Falls 

puters and web skills is For details about upcom- Public Library. 

„ , required, but staff will be big programs visit www.not- Simpson holds a B.A. b 

But she hopes to make able to help new e-readers lpubhclibrary.org or call Honours English from the 

the aquaintance of many navigate the technology of 905-468-2023. University of Waterloo and a 

more at an open house to be book-less reading. Simpson, who has 22 Master of Library Science 

’ "" ' '' There are other comput- years of Ubrary administra- from the University of Cathy Simpson, the new CEO of the NOTL Public Library, looks 

“-* i experience, comes to Toronto. h ih. ion oc 



She already knows how 
fortunate she is to be work- 
big with a wonderful library 
staff, and former CEO Jim 
Crux, who came out of 
retirement to help the library 
board through a restructur¬ 
ing period, left things in 
great shape, she said. 

One of her first tasks is 
helping to organize a new 
schedule of programs for 
children and adults at the 

For example, interest in 
e-books, or electronic read¬ 
ers, always spikes after a 
holiday, and this Christmas 


and internet classes 
throughout the winter, from 
basics to email and word 
processing. 

There are also some 
upcoming movie nights, 
including The Ides of March 
next Tuesday and 
Wednesday, The 

Descendants in February 
and My Week with Marilyn 

This Saturday, learn how 
to make handcrafted cards. 

Or once a month, join the 
Philosopher’s Caffi and be 
part of an informal conver¬ 
sation about relevant top- 


forward to meeting the community Sunday, Jan. 25. 


Winter reading programs for kids set to begin 


Celebrate Family Literacy 
Day at the library Saturday, 
when storyteller June Brown 
will entertain children of all 
ages with her energetic and 
interactive stories. 

The story-telling event, 
Saturday, Jan. 21 at 2 p.m. is 
free, but please sign up in 
advance, says program ser¬ 
vices co-ordinator Beth Ann 
Labelle. 

Tuesdays, from 10 to 10:30 


a.m., bring babies ages four 
months to 18 months to the 
library for Babies & Books, 
an opportunity to share sto¬ 
ries, songs, tickles and 
bounces with babies. The 
sessions are free, but advance 
registration is requbed. 

Toddler Tales, for chil¬ 
dren ages two and three, is 
an interactive program for 
children to share with their 
caregivers, while enjoying 


stories, songs and crafts. It 
runs Fridays, 10 to 10:30 a.m. 
to Feb. 24. It’s free, but 
advance registration is 
required. 

Bedtime Books, for chil- 


of stories, songs, and a bed¬ 
time snack—wearing paja¬ 
mas is part of the fun. It is 
held Wednesday evenings, 
from 6:30 to 7:15 p.m. to Feb. 
15. It is also free, and advance 


registration is recommend¬ 
ed. 

Also, Valentine’s Day is 
coming up, and kids aged six 
and up can make a special 
Valentine craft at the library, 
Wednesday, Feb. 8 at 6:30 
p.m. Cost is $2 and advance 
registration is requbed. 

For more information 
about programs visit www. 
notlpubliclibrary.org or call 



JANUARY SPECIAL 
NEW TALENT CUT & 
COLOUR 
for only $ 56.95 


1615 Niagara Stone Road • 

Virgil 905-448-1558 Q^res 



/cewine Festival 

Join us for jazz and oysters on 
January 21 st and 22 nd , 12-3 pm! 
January 21 st James Gay Trio 
January 22 nd Bobby Militello 
Quartet 

• Regular menu also available 

"ns strongly recommended 



CS 310 

$ 229 95 , 


WZZ3 



765 LAKESH0RE ROAD 
Niagara-on-the-Lake 

I 905-688-7000 


the . 

epicurean 

Wednesday & Thursday Evenings 




Bring your appetite & your o\ 

CoaIu v^ueJ. 

Reservations Recommended 

905-468-0288 • 84 Queen Street 

reservations@epicurean.ca 




January Specials 
Monday & Wednesdays 
TAP AS NIGHT - All items $3-$9 
Tuesdays 
Free Corkage 
Thursdays 

Enjoy Huge Savings with 
lo Amazing VQA Wines All Under $30 
92 Picton St. Niagara-on-the-Lake 
905 - 468-5715 www.niagarasfinest.com 

Happy New Year! 
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Mad Science offered weekly at Parliament Oak to teach learning can be fun 


> French 
Immersion 
program 
expanding at 
Parliament Oak 




French immersion stu- Grades 4,5 and 6, will st 




Parliament Oak School 


fast, but once you learn it, 
it is easier to understand. 
Students also say they 


French 


:o their families, 
and some believe they are 

Last month, the stu- Next year, Parliament learning really quickly, 
dents of Parliament Oak Oak will be offering French One student says, “it is conference later in the 
put on our first Christmas Immersion for students very informative and now I year. At the conference 
play in five years. The show going into Grades 4, 5 and know more than my older vote for " ' 


^ high school. Some other 

The club will be held in other old materials that high schools that they 
ourschoollibrary. Students they can find around the could go to are Eden or 
' l Grades 4, 5 and 6 will be house. The students can Kernah; ~ 

! old clothes. This 


ir school 


it was a hit. 

The whole school took 
part from Kindergarten to 
Grade 8. 


This year Parliament and hot cider. 


Show. 


beginning Jan. 9. finally here and the stu- the conference. 

On January 31, the dents of Parliament Oak conference you 

school will be having an School are very excited, 
information session for the The senior teams, 

The Kindergarten kids students and parents to Grades 7 and 8, have Oak’s Eco Team will be 

aid an opening song, ‘Dig learn about the great ben- already started, and the having an Eco Fashion 

That Crazy Santa Claus’for efits of the program. junior girls and boys, 

our evening performance. 

And the Grade 8s worked 
as our behind stage crew, 
painting pictures for cele¬ 
brations including 

Christmas, Hanukah, 

Kwanza and Los Posados. 

Also they made our 
magic sleigh and four of 
the Grade 8 girls sang an 
opening song, ‘Santa Can 
You Hear Me,’ at both the 
matinee and evening per¬ 
formance. 

The Grade 1 class was 
sang a Hanukah song, the 
Grade 2/3 class sang a 
Kwanza song, and the 
Grade4/5s did a Christmas 

Last but certainly not 
least, the Grade 5/6s sang 
our Los Posados. Also there 
were many cast members 
including an Elfis, Santa, 
and many Elves. 


welcome to join. It is 
great way to get students 
into reading. 

There is a Silver Birch will be asking for a dona- every Wednesday during 
n or a caned good. second break. 

During the months of Students will get an 
favourite book December, January and opportunity to learn about 
read. There will also be February from 9 to 10:30 how great science can be. 
The basketball season is other schools attending a.m. the students and most They will also get to do 
At the of the staff skate. When the experiments and take them 
also students get back ti 


home. Some of the things 
buy your favourite book. school they can buy donuts students at Parliament Oak 


say about Mad Science is 
Parliament Oak Grade 8 that it is amazing, fun, 
students are beginning to interesting, creative and 
attend open houses to helpful. 


ROYAL CANADIAN 
LEGION 

WM BRANCH 124 

The Royal Canadian Legion dictates that the Legion Poppy Trust Fund is 
a public trust hind and the public be made aware of the bank account 
balance at the end of each year. The bank balance of Branch 124 Poppy 
trust is $23,202.22 as of November 30,2011. 

Niagara-on-the-Lake Royal Canadian Legion Br. 124 annual poppy 
campaign 2011 realized $16,113.75 in donations from the public and 
businesses in the Niagara-on the-Lake area. We wish to than k eve ryone 
who contributed Jtk 

Murray Crawford 
Br.124 Poppy Chairman 


NOTICE OF 
ANNUAL MEETING 
SHAW FESTIVAL THEATRE, CANADA 


No rules. No fences. 

Just a New Jersey legend and his troubadours 


SOUTHSIDE JOHNNY 

& THEl 


I] Wednesday 
^ February 1st 
2012 



VILLAGE 



Suite 203 - U1B Garrison Village Drive 
(Located above Shoppers Drug Mart) 

Accepting New Patients Evening hours available 
Elevator to second level 

905-468-1960 

www.villagedental-notl.com 


Friday, January 27,2012 at 3:30 pm 
Lobby, Shaw Festival Theatre 
10 Queen’s Parade 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario 

The Annual Meeting of the Shaw Festival Theatre, Canada has 
been called to elect Governors of the Corporation, approve the 
audited financial statements of the Corporation for the preceding 
fiscal year, appoint Auditors, and transact such other business as 
may properly come before the meeting. 

Members, as defined by the By-laws of the Corporation, ai 
those persons who have paid during 2011 annual dues of $75.00 
and all those persons, organizations and corporations who have 
subscribed to the Corporation’s Operating, Capital, Unrestricted 
or Endowment Funds an amount in such year equal to o 
excess of the annual dues. 

Non-Voting Members are entitled to attend this meeting and 
shall, without having any voting privileges, be entitled to speak 
on any question before the meeting. 


or info@the oldwineryrestaurant.com 
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Europa Antiques 

iQ 

THANK YOU 

FOR 20 

ENJOYABLE 

\ WE HAVE SOLD THE CHURCH! | 

PLEASE JOIN US AT 

We will be open until the end of 

facebook.com/church.antiques j 

January. In the meantime, 

Or | 

visit our family store at 

europa-antiques.com : 

Antiques on the Ridge 

for future antique j 

3474 Garrison Road (Hwy. 3) 

business ventures. j 

Ridgeway,ON 289-876-8639 


Jos andTausha deBont 


Time for Kindergarten registration 


Anna Martens 
and Helena Vogt, 

St. Davids School 

The St. Davids students are 
back in school and hitting the 
books—and speaking of books, 
we are having our second 
annual book swap on Friday, 
Jan. 27, so remind your chil¬ 
dren to bring unwanted books 
of all kinds to the school. Each 
child will leave with a book that 



St. Davit* 



St. Davids School 

In the Classroom 


day. 

The Me to We club is also 
very hard at work with their 
adopt-a-village fundraiser for 
Haiti. They have all kinds of 
good ideas planned to raise 


great potential and we are excit¬ 
ed for their new season. 

rr- 


If you know of any children 
who are eligible for Kindergarten, 
please let them know about our 
upcoming Open House. Families 
can visit our school, meet the 
Kindergarten teacher, and 
receive a gift bag filled with fun 
learning resources and informa¬ 
tion that will help children 
develop school readiness skills. 

We are saying goodbye to 
Mrs. Higgins and we are wel¬ 
coming Mrs. Saxton, the new 
JK/SK afternoon teacher. 

All the NOTL schools have 
gotten together to plan a NOTL 


Our goal at St. Davids School 
is to get smart boards for every 
classroom. Last Friday there 
was a spaghetti dinner at the St. 
Davids Lions club and all of the 
proceeds went to buy more 
Smart Boards for our school. 

Recently, Way to Grow 
Daycare donated a new second 
generation iPad to our school 
and we thank them for their 
generous gift. 

They shoot, they score! Both 
senior girls and boys basketball 
teams had their first game last 
Thursday. Both teams have 



Grade 4/5 students enjoy working on one of the smart boards at St. 
Davids Public School. 


metro 

my savings, my metro 

\ SAVE $2.31 LB 

SAVE UP TO $3.50 

FRESH PRODUCE 1 

STEWING BEEF 

OR EXTRA . 

KELLOGG’S 

post $9 QQ 

CEREALS U lOO 

SELECTED SIZES FAPH 

SELECTED VARIETIES 

EXTRA LARGE 

SL 0R $1 49 

SEEDLESS ■ W 

GRAPES LB 




SELECTION CHEESE 

BARS . 

SHREDDED CHEESE QQ 

IRRESISTIBLES 

CHEESE STRINGS EACH 

[selected VARIETIES 

DEMPSTER’S 

STAY FRESH Ol QQ 
BREAD 1 >99 

“ EAD EACH 

CAMPBELL’S . CflR 
CHUNKY OR^JroK 
BROTH SC fifi 

soups QiUU 

SELECTCDVARIETIES 


101 Lakeshore Rd., St. Catharines • 3770 Montrose Rd. Niagara Falls 
Prices Effective January 20th to January 26th, 2012 


There is going to be a Parent Evening on Thursday, 
Kindergarten Open House Feb. Feb. 23 from 6 to 9 p.m. with a 
2 from 4 to 6 p.m. If you have a light supper at 5:30 pm. There 
child who will be four years of will be guest speakers and the 
age by Dec. 31, 2012, he or she theme is Raising Resilient, 
will be eligible to attend Junior Responsible Children. 
Kindergarten at St. Davids in Babysitting is available at no 
September, 2012. charge. Call the school to get 

more details or 


S tone Roa d 

Dental 

1598 Niagara Stone Road (Hwy 55) 


send an email to 
notlparenteve- 
ning@gmail.com. 

Last year’s con¬ 
ference went so 
well that the com¬ 
mittee is hoping 



• Family Dentistry 

• Comprehensive 
Restorative Dentistry 

• Aesthetic Dentistry 

• Orthodontics 

• Digital X-rays 

Dr. Kimberley Hill-Johnston 

-New Patients Welcome- 


905.468.2128 


make arrange- 

this year’s evening. 
It’s definitely a 
worthwhile night 
for parents. 

At our school, 
we're also cele¬ 
brating Family 
Literacy Day 
which takes place 
Feb. 27. 

With all this 
excitement the 
staff and students 
are still on track 
and are working 
harder than ever. 
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HI Ranger atoms fourth in London tourney 


In atom action, the Niagara Rangers travelled to London and bat¬ 
tled against 12 other teams for their fourth place victory. The 
Rangers played their final game against York and were defeated 
41-38. 


In atom basketball 
action, the Niagara Rangers 
travelled to London for a 
tournament where they 
won fourth place. 

The Rangers won their 
first two games, defeating 
St. Thomas 44-22 and 
London 41-22. 

They were led by cap¬ 
tain Rachel Frena who 
earned 21 points. 

Beth deBoer netted 10 
points, Jeniah Wiens had 
nine and Katie Caughill 
put in eight. 

Katie Dunn scored a 
basket on a pass from 

Carrie Robinson, Lois 
deGroot and Morgan Buis 
registered vital points for 
the Rangers during both 


games. 

Finishing first in their 
pool, the Rangers moved 
on to face the host London 
gold medal team. 

It was a close game, but 
the Rangers won 29-20. 

The Rangers, behind 
the clutch scoring of Frena, 
deBoer and Wiens, man¬ 
aged to get an early lead 
and hang on to it. 

Key scoring contribu¬ 
tions came from Alexis 
Smith, Caughill, Lauren 
Juras, Mackenzie Brown, 
Molly Bowron and Buis. 

The Rangers then played 
Tecumseh in the playoff 

Both teams give a true 
valiant effort with each 
team employing different 


offensive and defensive 
schemes. 

But when the final buzz¬ 
er sounded it was 
Tecumseh coming out on 
top 28-22. 

Jeniah Wiens’s hustling 
and rebounding netted her 
eight points. 

Forwards Bowron and 
deGroot played a solid 
game on defence and col¬ 
lected baskets. 

Robinson and Dunn 
pulled in some nice 
rebounds. 

The Rangers netted 
seven points in the final 
period but just fell short of 
the win. 

The final bronze medal 
game against York had the 
Rangers start out slow, fall¬ 


ing behind early. 

But they ended with a 
thrilling finish as they ral¬ 
lied with a 15 point run in 
the 8th period. 

Down 35-23 with four 
minutes to go, the line of 
deBoer, Bowron, Buis, 
Frena and Wiens mounted 
a massive comeback and 
got Ranger fans cheering 
wildly. 

Driving to the net, Frena 
was fouled twice in the last 
minute, but showed the 
pressure didn’t matter as 
she netted three foul shots 
to get the Rangers within 
one point of winning the 
game. 

But York showed their 
strength and netted a final 
basket for the 41-38 win. 


Rotary Club atom Wolves celebrate two wins for regular season 


Growing and Working with Willow 

BY LENE RASMUSSEN 

tow to work with living willow rods, twisting or weaving them 


lal $ 15.00 •Family $ 20.00 


has been busy on the ice. 

Pelham came into town 
I last Saturday and defeated 
the Rotary Club 6-3. 

Nick Difruscio opened 
up the scoring for Rotary 
with a goal assisted by 
Austin Belanger and 
George Warren. 

Next Brock Gula scored, 
assisted by Freddy 
D’Angelo to keep the 
Wolves in the game. 

Down by only one goal, 
Freddy D’Angelo with 
assists from Cort Day and 


Brock Gula fired one past 
Pelham’s goalie to tie the 
game early in the third 
period, but Pelham kept 
up the pressure and col¬ 
lected a few more goals to 


The Rotary Club faced 
Thorold the next night 
with a 6-3 win. 

Freddy D'Angelo 
earned a hat trick with 
assists going to Brock 
Gula, Cort Day, Josh Kairo, 
and Kai Bartel. 

Nick Difruscio collect¬ 




Linda Attoe, Psychotherapist 

W 242 Mary Street, 2nd Floor 

H Box 63 • Niagara-on-the-Lake 
pCN ON. LOS 1J0 

SPECIAL 

25% OFF 

DUCT CLEANING 

AAA DUCT CLEANING SERVICES 

"o locally owned and operated company 

905-468-1107 

Fax: 

Work Email: l.attoe@mac.com 

Work URL: www.lindaattoe.com T| 


ed goals with assists from 
Ethan Carmichael, and 
Brodie O'Toole. 

Josh Kairo collected got 
a single goal assisted by 
D’Angelo. 

Austyn Werstroh played 
an outstanding in net. 

Playing defence, Colin 
Pederson, Kai Bartel, 
Ewan Fenwick, Brodie 
O’Toole and George 
Warren kept the pressure 
on both teams clearing 
the puck out of the defen- 


(ASH 4 GOLD 


The Rotary Wolves 
began the regular season 
after Christmas break by 
defeating Smithville 7-2. 

The team also partici¬ 
pated in a three-day 
Christmas tournament in 
Niagara Falls. 

The Rotary Club began 
the tournament with an 
8-4 victory over Stoney 
Creek and went on to 
defeat Niagara Falls 5-2 
the next day, but faced 
tough competition from 
Barrie and lost 4-2. 

UNWANTEDOLDORBROKENI 
GOLD DIAMOND JEWELLERY 1 
TOP PRICES PAID 1 

-SEED- 



• New complete and partial dentures 

• Same day relines and repairs 

• Ask about out BPS denture 

• Dentures on implants available 

• On site lab 
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATIONS 


2 Great Services 

flttt G in 1 Convenient 

LOCAT|ON! 

-vkrtURtS Shawn Battell, DD. 

Anne Batted, B.Sc., DD. 
Hearing Instrument Specialist J 





• Hearing Aids 

• Repairs & Adjustments on all Makes & Models 

• Registered with the Ministry of Health (ADP) 
Department of Veterans (DVA), WSIB and 
other Insurance Plans 

FREE HEARING TESTS 


5501 DRUMMOND RD 
NIAGARADENTURE@ON.AIBN.COM 


905.353.1552 
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dassifiedextra.ca 


Canada’s largest and most trusted 
print and online classifieds network 


q »«-— E2 u sir* £i sr Ol seet |ffi 2 =*' £y *—» 

HH Transportation |j| K^n«„ fj^j SST" Jgft 


Place it on dassifiedextra.ca 


Phone: 1-866-541-6757 

Online: niagaraadvance.classifiedextra.ca 


Fax: 1-866-485-8461 

Email: placeit@dassifiedextra.ca 


mm 

KM 

Appliances aho 

RESTAURANT 
EQUIPMENT for sale 

905 929 6478 


jfatPEN HOUSE 

Invite them, 

RECREATIONAL 

VEHICLES 

Classified Extra 

1-866-541-6757 ^ 

Miscellaneous 


A230 

Open Houses asoo 




Hunting? 

dassifiedextra.ca 

www.classified* 


Apartments A6io 
Unfurnished 



cm now 


parkin P g Va $650 nt mdu 
Call 905-468-0159 ^ 


Commercial/ A620 
Office Space 


RGIL, Approximal 
,000 sq. ft. Availe 

a! n aB a M3 y -b555. Pl9 ' 




Place your ad today. 

CLASSIFIEDS 

1-866-541-6757 


Resort/ A760 
Vacation 



dassifiedextra.ca 

All over Ontariol 






Renew 
your ad in 
The 

Business 
Service 
Directory 
Keep your 
phone 
ringing 
1-866-541- 
6757 




A CHILD'S WISH IS WAITING. 

YOU CAN HELP MAKE IT COME TRUE. 


Make (^vyisH. 
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“Research 

advances 

continue 

to grow” 

“We are on the 
threshold of a new 
era in cancer research. 
We’re really confident 
that we will beat cancer.” 

Dr. Robert Phillips 



Classified Extra 
will have you— ^ 
beaming! 

1-866-541-6757 



extra.c. 


Repairs/ S290 

Handyman 

Business/ S380 
Franchise Opps 

RENOVATIONS! Rec 

CaS^Ron ^ S)V-262-4991 

ATTENTION 

READERS 

strongly urges read¬ 
ers to investigate 
potential BUSINESS 
and FRANCHISE 


Classified Extra 
1-866-541-6757 

advertisements. 


Electrical si9o 


[ Clock Repairs 

All makes and models, guarantet 
workmanship, pick-up and delive 

Grandfather clocks. 

( 905 ) 935-1962 


GOOD BAD CREDIT, EVEN BANKRUPTCY, 
DEBT CONSOLIDATIONS! 

Personal loans, business start up 
available, home renovation loans, 

1st & 2nd mortgage, medical bills, 
from $6,000K to $500,000K. 

.-- - 10 processing 


quick, easy i 
:all 24hrs. Toll 


Free 1(866)822-8922 
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yourlijjemoments.c 


1-866-541-6757 

milestones@yourlifemoments.ca 


Marking your milestones. Obituaries I In Memoriam | Thanks I Births 1 Celebrations I More 






Hometown Classifieds. 


Prom your community, 
or across Canada. 


classified 

extra.ca 




Would you Like to Place an 
In Memoriam for Your Loved One? 


Our staff will be 
pleased to help you. 


Call 1-866-541-6757 
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Legion tykes defeat Zalepa Realty 8-7 during action-packed game 

In tyke action of the It was an action- Williams with a hat loss, Century 21 players Owen McKillop, Cole 

> Two Niagara-on- Niagara-on-the-Lake packed game as the two trick. gave it their all. William Holmes and Cade 

the-Lake rivals Minor Hockey Niagara-on-the-Lake Jack Parker and Liam Bray showed incredible Ivanchuk each scored 

, u .u Association, the Royal rivals met up again for Dietch scored two goals puck handling skills on singles, 

oameeacn otner Canadian Legion the last time this sea- each, while Noah the ice and earning Oliver Sibbald per- 

to close finish. Wolves battled Century son. Ostromecki collected a another hat trick this formed some great acro- 

21 Zalepa Realty, win- Scoring for the Branch single. season. batics in as goalie for 

ning 8-7. 124 win was Ethan Despite the narrow Theo Vanderkeey, Century 21. 

Niagara Advance 


lytinoss Directory 


If your back'groans at 
the thought of snow 
shoveling, we can do it 
for you... We’re ready 
even if you’re not! 

Ken 905-328-0709 

Pretty Paws r^\% 

Pet Grooming! )k\ 

NYC Certified 

D og Groomer IV jb 
Trained in off 

Breeds <fiJ Styles Jlari/ 
For an appointment 
Call: 289-868-9338 

334 Mary Street, NOTL 

RENT MY 
HUSBAND 

Home Improvements 
General Repairs 
Inspections 

50 Years Experience 
Flexible Hours 

Call Marion 

905-321-5776 NOTL 


INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 

• INSURED • RELIABLE 

• ON TIME COMPLETION 

Call John: 

905-380-6107 V 

ERRANDS NIAGARA 

Garden Care | Car Detailing 

Event Planning / 'W \ Delivery & Pick Ups 

Holiday Decorating f_ —] Home/Office Organizing 

Grocery Shopping \ J Pet Care & Walking 

Laundry Services | House Cleaning 

"If you don't have the time, let us ran your errands for you!" 

Regina Breedveld 905 246 2515 • CaSugnatczyk 905 988 8562 

Fully Insured & Bonded 


Kitchens, Bathrooms, Painting, 

| Basement Renovations and more. 
Quality workmanship, 
reasonable price. 


Call FRANK at 
905-228-7723 or Visit 


SWPCE 

HelpingHandsMaidService.com 

• Affordable 
• Weekly • Bi-Weekly 
Cleaning • Since 1991 
- Bonded & Insured - 

905 - 646-5175 


CREEK DAD 

PAINTS & PAINTERS 

468-2412 

Benjamin Moore 1 




Niagara on the Lake 

ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTING 
COMPANY 


905.468.2192 


PRESERVE 
MY PICTURES 

Memories For Eternity! 



BUSINESS DIRECTOR' 
ADVERTISING WORKS 


Make the Call! 



WHEN THE 
mm gomh:s 

WELL BE Mmi 


Call Donny 

Niagara Snow Plowing 

905 - 394-0304 


Home 

Renovations 


Drywall, Flooring 
Basements, 
Baths, etc. 

905*685*8333 


□ 


Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Nursing foot Care 

Celine de Grosbois, RN BA 

956 Line 6 Road RR#4 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON, LOS 1J0 
Nails • Corns • Calluses • Diabetic Footcare 
In-Home visits by appointment 

Veterans Welcome! 

Cell 289-241-4390 



DAN LITTLE 

Custom Made Levolor 
Shades & Blinds 

ECLIPSE 

~ Shop at Home Service ~ 
No Charge Estimates & Installations 

Phone: 905 - 468-3841 • Cell: 905 - 704-9303 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Insured- Over 30 Years Experience • www.littlescustomblinds.com 
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JAMES & KEVAN 

905-468-7700 

Showcase 

O’CONNOR 

AGENTS DIRECT LINE 

of Homes 

SALES REPRESENTATIVE BROKER 

office 905-468-4214 

ROYAL LePAGE 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

EHSI'n fcfTuiie] PB ■ 

www.kevan.com | 

I 1 ~~ II 






















